
 63 Essential Tools 
for Travel Bloggers 

http://benreeve.co.uk


Contents
DESIGN

1) Adobe Colour Wheel
2) Canva
3) Font Combinations
4) Royalty Free Images
5) Google Maps

LISTBUILDING

6) Mailchimp
7) Optin Monster

MONETISATION

8) Amazon Affiliate
9) Google Adsense

NOTETAKING

10) Best Pens
11) Notebooks
12) Apple Notes

PLUGINS FOR WORDPRESS

13) Display Categories
14) Duplicate Page
15) Interactive Word Map
16) IOS Images Fixer
17) Google Analytics
18) Optin Monster API
19) Shortcodes Ultimate

20) Taxonomy List Wizard
21) Tiny MCE
22) Updraft Plus
23) wpDiscuz
24) Yoast

PRODUCTIVITY

25) E.gg TImer
26) Evernote
27) Gentle Rain
28) IFTTT
29) Wunderlist

RESEARCH/KEYWORDS

30) Answer the Public
31) Blog Topic Generator
32) Google Keyword Planner
33) Reddit FAQs
34) Quora
35) Soovle
36) Twitter Advanced Search
37) WikiVoyage

TRAFFIC

38) Instagram
39) Facebook
40) Reddit
41) Pinterest
42) Stumbleupon
43) Twitter

SEO

44) Backlinkchecker
45) Integrity
46) Pingdom
47) RankTrackr

UTILITY

48) Dropbox
49) Exchange Rate Widget
50) f.lux
51) Printfriendly
52) TunnelBear

VIDEO

53) Headphones
54) Screenflow
55) YouTube

WORDPRESS

56) Hosting
57) Stack Theme

WRITING

58) Blogo
59) Google Docs
60) Grammarly
61) LanguageTool
62) OneLook
63) Wordpress App

Click the 
headings for 

shortcuts

http://benreeve.co.uk


Hi! I am
BEN

REEVE 

My aim is to help you build 
a Successful Travel Blog

BenReeve.co.uk

 

I built a travel blog in my spare time 
with no prior website development 

skills

If I can do it, so can you!
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Section One
Design
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DESIGN
1) Adobe Colour Wheel
Make your blog well coordinated by 
finding complementary colours using the 
colour wheel or discover themes used by 
other people.

2) Canva
Create everything your blog 
needs from logos and 
headers to social media 
posts and flyers.

3) Font Combinations 
This collaborative Github project offers 
inspiring combinations of Google fonts that 
will make picking a pairing for your site easy.

http://benreeve.co.uk
http://femmebot.github.io/google-type/
https://color.adobe.com
https://color.adobe.com/create/color-wheel/?base=2&rule=Complementary&selected=1&name=My%20Color%20Theme&mode=rgb&rgbvalues=0.4803921568627451,0.21021381416882223,0.1426692284954183,0.7803921568627451,0.403921568627451,0.30980392156862746,0.7803921568627451,0.4039215686273654,0.3098039215686275,0.09463001280914381,0.4803921568627451,0.35353775908767565,0.3098039215686275,0.7803921568627451,0.6256434649331056&swatchOrder=0,1,2,3,4
https://www.canva.com
https://www.canva.com
http://femmebot.github.io/google-type/


DESIGN
4) Royalty Free Images
If your own photos just aren’t cutting it or 
you need something unique or HD here 
are 3 sites that will help.

4a) Unsplash
Amazing for high definition landscape 
photos.

4b) Pixabay
Pixabay is perfect if you are looking for 
specific images as it has more variety 
than Unsplash.

4c) Flickr
If you’re looking for something really niche here’s a cool 
trick. Search for what you’re looking for in Flickr and change 
the license filter to ‘all creative commons. For the best 
images then the sort tab to ‘interesting’.

5) Custom Google Maps
Custom Google Maps with clickable links 
really enhance a travel blog. Click the title 
or the map to find out how to make them 
.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://unsplash.com
https://pixabay.com
https://www.flickr.com
https://unsplash.com
https://pixabay.com
https://www.flickr.com
http://benreeve.co.uk/custom-google-maps/
http://benreeve.co.uk/custom-google-maps/


Section Two
Listbuilding
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LISTBUILDING
6) Mailchimp
I have used Mailchimp on two different sites 
now and love it. It’s great for managing your 
list whether it’s segmenting your readers, 
automating responses or beautiful 
newsletter templates it has it all

7) Optin Monster
I’m sure you know by now that creating an e mail list is the 
key to long term sustainable traffic for your site. But how to 
get them to sign up? 

I’ve found Optinmonster to be the best way and I’ve tried 
most of them. Their easily configurable forms, bars and 
pop-ups are great for getting subscribers. Google Analytics 
integration also makes it easy to see which of your 
campaigns are performing.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://mailchimp.com
http://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=601672&u=1206950&m=49337&urllink=&afftrack=
https://mailchimp.com
http://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=601672&u=1206950&m=49337&urllink=&afftrack=


Section Three
Monetisation
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MONETISATION

8) Amazon Affiliate
With the biggest selection of products on the 
internet it’s no surprise the Amazon Affiliate 
program is so popular with bloggers. Sign up 
for between 1% & 10% return for referrals.

Use Genius Link to allow you global readers 
to be referred to the right store for their 
country so you still earn commission..

9) Google Adsense
Get paid for having adverts on 
your site.

You choose the type of adverts 
and the location, Google then 
take bids and pay you depending 
on traffic and clicks.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com
https://www.geni.us
https://www.google.com/adsense/start/#/?modal_active=none
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com
https://www.google.com/adsense/start/#/?modal_active=none


Section Four
Notetaking
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NOTETAKING

10) Pens
Yes it’s a boring topic but finding a great pen makes 
writing much more enjoyable.

My go to pens are the Uniball Jet Stream. Pretty 
cheap for a 3pk and an absolute pleasure to write 
with.

When things get a bit more extreme I use the Fisher 
Space Pen which is designed to be used everywhere; 
upside down, underwater you names it it can handle 
it!

11) Notebooks
These Moleskine notebooks 
come in a 3pk and are perfect for 
taking notes on the move.

Pocket sized and with an inbuilt 
pocket for storing away receipts 
and tickets if needed.

Taking great notes on the move is key for travel 
bloggers. Here are three tools to help you

12) Apple Notes
My preferred notetaking app whilst 
travelling is Apple Notes. This is for its 
speed and simplicity. Recent updates 
mean it now includes bullet points and 
folders for sorting notes.

http://benreeve.co.uk
http://amzn.to/2hSSpGr
http://amzn.to/2hW7eIl
http://amzn.to/2hW7eIl
http://amzn.to/2hTn3zr
http://amzn.to/2hSSpGr
http://amzn.to/2hRrnzw
http://amzn.to/2hTn3zr


Section Five
Wordpress Plugins
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13) Display Categories
This clever little plugin allows you to turn your 
categories into a drop down menu on the sidebar. 
You can choose which categories you’d like to 
include and change the title.

I’ve used this on my site to create a ‘destinations’ 
menu using the categories making the site easier to 
navigate.

WORDPRESS PLUGINS

14) Duplicate Page
Another really simple plugin but really useful on a travel 
blog. It allows you to duplicate any post or page, 
functionality not already built into Wordpress.

For each of the locations I travel to I set up a master 
page (check out benreeve.co.uk/seychelles as an 
example). Whenever I visit somewhere new I simply 
duplicate this page and then fill in the details!

15) Interactive World Map
This plugin from fla-shop.com makes fantastic interactive 
maps that you can use to fill in your visited countries and 
link to your content. There is a free version available but I 
have chosen to purchase one of the paid versions for 
increased functionality.

To see it in action check out benreeve.co.uk/destinations

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://wordpress.org/plugins/display-categories-widget/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/display-categories-widget/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/display-categories-widget/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/duplicate-page/
http://benreeve.co.uk/seychelles
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/duplicate-page/
https://www.fla-shop.com
https://www.fla-shop.com
http://benreeve.co.uk/destinations/
https://www.fla-shop.com


16) IOS Images Fixer
If you’re like me and take alot of travel photos with you iPhone you 
need this utlitity plugin. It will stop the issue with uploads to 
Wordpress where the photos get flipped 90 degrees to the left. Alot 
of editing time saved!

WORDPRESS PLUGINS

17) Google 
Analytics
A plugin that works 
alongside Google Analytics 
HQ giving you live updates 
on visitors, referrers, 
bounce rate and many 
other useful performance 
indicators that will help you 
analyse your site.

18) Optin Monster API
I’ve already mention Optin Monster in the 
listbuilding section but to get it working really 
well with Wordpress you’ll need to download the 
API plugin. This makes it really simple to pull 
through the forms and pop ups you’ve designed 
and get them added to your blog.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/ios-images-fixer/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/ios-images-fixer/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-dashboard-for-wp/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-dashboard-for-wp/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/google-analytics-dashboard-for-wp/
http://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=601672&u=1206950&m=49337&urllink=&afftrack=
http://shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=601672&u=1206950&m=49337&urllink=&afftrack=


19) Shortcodes Ultimate
If you don’t have any coding skill like me then Shortcodes 
Ultimate will help you get your site looking sharp. It can do 
everything from custom buttons and headers through to 
galleries and tabbed sections. I’m not sure how I;d run my blog 
without it.

For a full list of everything it can do check out this page.

WORDPRESS PLUGINS

20) Taxonomy List 
Widget
Tags are really important for 
organising your site. Simply adding 
them to your sidebar and changing 
the title from ‘tags’ to ‘topics’ can get 
visitors browsing deeper into your 
blog. 

To display your tags as an easy to 
read list rather than the default tag 
cloud then download this plugin.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/shortcodes-ultimate/
https://getshortcodes.com/shortcodes/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/shortcodes-ultimate/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tag-list-widget/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tag-list-widget/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tag-list-widget/


21) Tiny MCE Advanced
Tiny MCE Advanced is a lightweight that makes it easier to edit 
posts and pages. It has alot of useful features including 
allowing you to edit the buttons you see on the toolbar, 
changing format when pasting and inserting simple tables. 

This article list 15 of the best features and should give you 
some idea of why I think this plugin is an invaluable and 
crucial addition to Wordpress.

WORDPRESS PLUGINS

22) Updraft Plus
Losing content from your blog is an awful feeling so 
having a backup plugin to ensure your hard work is 
safe is crucial.

Updraft Plus is trusted by over 1 million Wordpress 
sites including big names such as Microsoft. It is 
simple to use and my backup plugin of choice.

23) wpDiscuz
I have trialled lots of different 
comment plugins on my site 
but have settled on wpDiscuz. 
What I like about it is that it 
doesn’t replace the 
comments system completely 
more supercharges the native 
Wordpress comments, 

This includes features such as 
upvoting, nested 
conversations and sharing 
without bringing your blog to 
a standstill

24) Yoast SEO
SEO plugins help you ensure your site 
is best set up to gain traffic from 
search engines. Yoast works on a 
simple traffic light system to let you 
know if your latest page or post is 
written in a way that gives you the best 
chance to rank for your chosen 
keyword through analysis of the 
headings, image tags & readability.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/tinymce-advanced/
https://blog.tbwhs.com/tinymce-advanced-wordpress-plugin/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/tinymce-advanced/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/updraftplus/
https://en-gb.wordpress.org/plugins/updraftplus/
http://wpdiscuz.com
http://wpdiscuz.com
https://yoast.com
https://yoast.com


Section Six
Productivity

http://benreeve.co.uk


25) E.gg Timer
“Instead of scheduling the occasional break from distraction so 

you can focus, you should instead schedule the occasional break 
from focus to give in to distraction.” Cal Newport

Focus is really important when writing, so I turn everything off 
other than the document I’m working on. To stop my mind 
from wandering I build in ‘distraction breaks’ every 30-45 
minutes.

E.gg Timer is the online tool I use to do this. Just put in a time 
or use one of their preset routines and it will remind you when 
you need to take a break.

PRODUCTIVITY

26) Evernote
Evernote is my go to tool for researching, organising 
and saving content. The features I use the most are the 
web clipper (which allows you to save articles directly 
from your browser) and the e-mail inbox which means 
you can save everything from invoices to tickets straight 
into a folder.

I also use it to plan out articles (this guide was first 
formed in Evernote) and use Evernote’s internal link 
structure to set up ‘master lists’ of articles I want to 
write with a link directly into the notes I have already 
taken on that subject.

http://benreeve.co.uk
http://e.ggtimer.com
http://e.ggtimer.com
https://evernote.com
https://evernote.com


27) Gentle Rain
Quite often I find myself working in noisy locations so I need 
something to block out the distractions. I always turn to the 
Youtube video ‘Gentle Rain’ to give me neutral sound in the 
background that allows me to focus.

PRODUCTIVITY

28) IFTTT
IFTTT stands for ‘If This Then That’ and is website/app that 
allows you to flowchart together actions to create a new 
outcome and save you time.

For example I have IFTTT set up to share new blog posts onto 
my Facebook Page, duplicate any Instagram photos into my 
Twitter feed and automatically saved invoices relating to my 
website into an Evernote file.

The possibilities are endless and the time saving benefits are 
massive!

29) Wunderlist
Of the productivity tools listed here Wunderlist is the one I use 
the most. It keeps my life together!

I start with an inbox where any new ideas or to dos get added. 
I then sort through these once a day and either resolve them, 
drop them into a folder or/and set a timescale for completion. 
What’s great about the inbox is you can also send e-mails to it. 
Got an invoice that needs paying or a blog post that comes by 
e-mail that you really want to read? Ping it through to your 
unique Wunderlist e-mail address and see it appear ready to 
follow up later.

From a blogging perspective I use Wunderlist alongside 
Evernote. Wunderlist tells me what I should be focused on 
next, and Evernote gives me the notes I’ve made about that 
topic.

My to dos are split into 4 categories with the ‘do next’ being 
the crucial actions I need to work through first and the other 
sections holding ideas for the future or recurring tasks. For 
example the ‘keep them warm’ section - which is about how I 
keep my audience engaged - has a recurring to do that 
reminds me to send out the newsletter once a week.

There are many other to do lists out there but I have found 
Wunderlist to be the most effective for me.

http://benreeve.co.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lasWefVUCsI
https://ifttt.com/discover
https://ifttt.com/discover
https://wunderlist.com
https://wunderlist.com


Section Seven
Research/Keywords
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30) Answer the Public
The auto suggest results provided by Google & 
Bing are a goldmine of insight for bloggers. As 
you type you are presented with a view of the 
questions & therefore a hint of the motivations & 
emotions of the people behind each search 
query. 

It’s perhaps one of the best but most 
underutilised sources of research for content 
ideas and will produce you various graphs and 
tables showing you information relating to your 
keyword

RESEARCH/KEYWORDS

31) Blog Ideas Generator
These tools from Hubspot & Portent are really 
useful to help you come up with headlines or 
article ideas for your blog posts. Tap keywords 
related to your topic and let them help you come 
up with powerful headlines that will draw in your 
audience.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://answerthepublic.com
https://answerthepublic.com
https://www.hubspot.com/blog-topic-generator
https://www.hubspot.com/blog-topic-generator
https://www.hubspot.com/blog-topic-generator
https://www.portent.com/tools/title-maker
https://www.portent.com/tools/title-maker


32) Google Keyword 
Planner
Google Keyword Planner allows 
you to search for keywords 
relevant to your topic. It will 
show you search volume data 
and suggest alternatives based 
on real millions of hits allowing 
you to use the right phrases to 
get your posts in front of 
potential readers.

RESEARCH/KEYWORDS

33) Reddit FAQs
Reddit is a great place for sharing your articles 
but did you know it is also a good place to 
research and come up with blog posts ideas 
too? Most of the best travel subreddits have 
FAQs which are perfect to see the exact 
language people are using to ask questions on 
topics relating to your blog. Click through them 
to do research or use them as ideas for blog 
post headlines in the future.

34) Quora
Quora is a great tool for researching topics and 
driving traffic to your blog. It is essentially one 
massive Q&A site with users asking questions 
for others to answer.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://adwords.google.co.uk/KeywordPlanner
https://adwords.google.co.uk/KeywordPlanner
https://adwords.google.co.uk/KeywordPlanner
https://www.reddit.com
http://benreeve.co.uk/travel-subreddit/
https://www.quora.com
https://www.quora.com


RESEARCH/KEYWORDS
35) Soovle
Soovle provides keywords from a number of sources based on one 
search. It will bring up results from Youtube, Wikipedia, Google and even 
Amazon.

It is a really simple way to find keywords relating to your blog. Use the 
drag and drop function to save your favourites into a downloadable .csv 
file.

36) Twitter Advanced Search
There is no more accurate place to see what 
people are talking about that Twitter. Use the 
‘advanced search’ function to include or 
discount words, search for time periods or 
target your responses to certain locations

37) Wikivoyage
Wikivoyage is another incredible source of information for researching your travel 
blog topics. Whether it’s destinations, packing tips, border crossings, travel 
insurance or anything in between Wikivoyage is a wealth of data put together by 
collaborators from across the world.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://soovle.com
https://soovle.com
https://soovle.com
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikivoyage.org/wiki/Main_Page


Section Eight
Traffic
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TRAFFIC

38) Instagram
I get limited direct traffic to my blog from 

Instagram but I have found it really 
useful in expanding my brand online.

Getting traffic when your blog has just started can be really difficult. 
There are lots of useful techniques from guest posting to building an 

e-mail list that will help you in the long term but in the short term here 
are 6 sources of traffic that I have found useful.

41) Pinterest
I’m new to Pinterest but it’s already 

bringing me almost as much traffic as 
my other channels.

39) Facebook
Set up your own page and submit your 

articles to one of the many groups 
dedicated to travel & travel blogging.

40) Reddit
Reddit is like the world’s biggest forum 

with subreddits dedicated to every topic. 
Find the bests ones for travel here.

42) Stumbleupon
My biggest days for traffic have all been 
down to Stumbleupon. Getting the right 

content & headline can mean big 
rewards.

43) Twitter
I’m a terrible Tweeter but despite that I 
still get a reasonable amount of traffic 

from sharing my posts.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/benreeveuk/
https://www.facebook.com/BenReeveUK/
https://www.instagram.com/benreeveuk/
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https://www.pinterest.co.uk/BenReeveUK/pins/
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/BenReeveUK/pins/
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https://twitter.com/benreeveuk
https://www.facebook.com/BenReeveUK/
https://www.reddit.com/user/BemmyR/
http://benreeve.co.uk/travel-subreddit/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/su
https://twitter.com/benreeveuk


Section Nine
SEO
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SEO
44) Open Link Profiler
Backlinks are a really crucial factor 
in determining how high you rank 
in search engines.

Backlink analysis is useful for two 
reasons: 

1. Seeing other sites that have 
linked to yours.

2. Analysing content similar to 
yours so you can pitch it to 
websites to sites you think 
might like it.

Open Link Profiler is the best free 
resource for backlink analysis I 
have found. 

45) Integrity
Broken links on your site can be 
frustrating for readers. Finding them 
can be just as frustrating with many of 
the online tools requiring payment..

Integrity is a free program for Mac 
users which will analyse your site and 
show you exactly where the problems 
are.

46) Pingdom
The speed of your site in another ranking factor 
that many overlook. Pingdom will analyse the 
speed of your site and then give you insights into 
the improvements that could be made.

47) Ranktrackr
Ranktrackr tracks keywords for your website and lets your 
know your Google rank. The results are updated daily 
meaning you get the satisfaction of seeing your new 
content fly to the top! The basic package is only $9 a month 
after a free trial and will allow you to track 50 keywords.

http://benreeve.co.uk
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https://ranktrackr.com
https://ranktrackr.com


Section Ten
Utility
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UTILITY
48) Dropbox
As a travel blogger you are likely to spend alot 
of time on the move. This makes having a 
program like Dropbox essential allowing you to 
access all of your key files whilst on your 
travels.

I use it to back up my website, save my key 
files and share guest blogging posts with other 
sites.

There is a free trial available but their 
unlimited plan is only £18 a month so very 
reasonable when compared to other blogging 
tools.

49) Exchange Rate Widget
Brought to you by MConvert.net this 
simple tool allows you to customise and 
insert an exchange rate widget onto your 
blog. This is great for enhancing pages 
about countries you have visited by 
allowing your readers to have a live 
update of the current exchange rates.

50) f.lux
One of the downsides of blogging is the 
amount of time you have to spend in front 
of a screen. It can be really tiring for your 
eyes and stop you being able to switch off 
before bed.

f.lux makes your computer screen look like 
the room you're in, all the time. When the 
sun sets, it makes your computer look like 
your indoor lights. In the morning, it makes 
things look like sunlight again.

Tell f.lux what kind of lighting you have, and 
where you live. Then forget about it. f.lux 
will do the rest, automatically.

It made a real difference to me and has 
lived on my computer for a few years now.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/business/plans-comparison
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http://mconvert.net/exchange-rates-widget
http://mconvert.net/exchange-rates-widget
https://justgetflux.com
https://justgetflux.com


UTILITY
51) Printfriendly
Turning your blog posts into PDF files is a great way to create 
free giveaways or ‘read later’ content for readers that will turn 
them into leads.

The best way I have found to do this is Printfriendly. Just tap in 
the destination of your web page and watch it turn your content 
into a well formatted PDF. It will retain all the clickable links and 
you can even delete pictures of blocks of text if you want to 
reformat your document.

Here is an example of one of my posts turned into a PDF. This 
took less than 10 seconds to create!!

52) TunnelBear
TunnelBear is a VPN (virtual 
private network) that will give 
you secure access to the 
internet. It will protect you 
when browsing the on public 
wifi and will even allow you to 
re route your connection to 
another country. This is 
particularly helpful if you are 
abroad and need to access 
services only available back 
home.

It is free for 500mb a month 
or $9.99 a month for 
unlimited data.

http://benreeve.co.uk
https://www.printfriendly.com
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https://www.tunnelbear.com
https://www.tunnelbear.com


Section Eleven
Video
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VIDEO

53) Headphones
Headphones have a two fold benefit to my 
blogging.

Firstly they block out sound and allow me to 
focus in a busy environment.

Secondly their built in microphone enhances 
audio quality compared to recording directly 
into my computer.

My favourites are this set by RHYTHMZ. The 
adjustable earpods makes them function 
almost like ear plugs, blocking out sound in a 
way most in ear headphones don’t. I also really 
like the tangle free cable which stops them 
getting mixed up in my bag.

I have only recently started my journey into video so this section is currently 
quite small. I’m mostly using videos to help other bloggers by showing them 

steps I take on my computer to bring my blog to life.

54) Screenflow
Screenflow is the most expensive product on 
this list but if you are trying to enhance your 
blog with video capture it is indispensable. I 
use it to produce ‘how to’ videos walking 
readers step by step through processes that 
would be hard to explain through pictures.

This not only makes my blog more accesable 
but also sees a steady stream of traffic being 
sent my way from Youtube after the videos 
are uploaded and watchers want to learn 
more.

55) YouTube
Having a presence on YouTube is a really 
important element in driving traffic to 
your blog. Ranking for a difficult keyword 
can be easier via a video than a page or 
post. You will then be able to add notes 
on YouTube that will send people to your 
original content. 

http://benreeve.co.uk
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Section Twelve
Wordpress
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WORDPRESS
56) Hosting
Once you’ve got your domain name 
sorted you will need to find a place to 
host your wordpress site. Ideally you will 
use a host that is setup to run Wordpress 
sites.

I have my blog hosted on Names.co.uk 
which was an all in one solution for 
buying the domain name and hosting.

For a previous blog I used Hostgator.com 
but only switched this time because I 
wanted a .co.uk domain which they didn’t 
sell.

I have also heard very good things about 
Siteground.co.uk.

Setting up a Wordpress website is relatively simple. If you use 
the correct site they will give you the facility to purchase your 

domain name, host the site and install Wordpress all in one 
place.

This article runs you through the basics of setting up a blog from buying 
the domain name, choosing hosting and installing a theme.

57) Stack Theme
Your theme is essentially the appearance of your 
website. Yes you could code it yourself but that 
would take alot of skill which many of us don’t 
possess. Choosing a theme can be hard as there 
are so many available. 

After working my way through many I have 
settled on Stack by Thomus Rhodus. It is a paid 
theme but at €39 is not a bank breaker. What I 
love about this theme is the flexibility, speed and 
support. 

With Variant Page Builder and Visual Composer 
built in it allows you to put together a site 
normally only in the realms of advanced coders. 
The theme  loads incredibly quickly and every 
time I have had any kind of error the support I 
have received has been tremendous - even fixing 
problems I created myself! These guys truly do go 
above and beyond.

This theme has allowed me to do things I 
wouldn’t have been able to myself,
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WRITING
58) Blogo
One of the challenges of travel blogging is that you 
often find yourself in places with poor or nonexistent  
internet connections. Whilst you can use tools such as 
Microsoft Word or Evernote to write offline there are 
better solutions.

Blogo will link in directly with your Wordpress site 
meaning you can publish content from within the app 
or chose to save to your drafts for further editing 
within Wordpress. This means you can work on a post 
adding in images and full formatting without having 
to copy and paste it all over later on.

Not got an internet connection? That’s fine, do the 
work, Blogo will save it to your hard drive and then 
upload when you are connected again.

59) Google Docs
Google Docs has been a recent find for me but it’s now become a key part of 
my content creation toolkit.

I like it for writing longform posts as it works quickly and the formatting 
crosses over into Wordpress better than with Microsoft Word. There is even 
an extension you can use to publish directly from Google Docs into your 
Wordpress account. It is also really easy to collaborate on documents. This is 
makes some tasks such as proofreading really simple.

Where I’ve found it really useful is in the creation of other types of content. 
This guide was written in Google Slides for example. It allows you to use 
templates and make professional looking content really easily.
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WRITING
60) Grammarly
I have used Grammarly in the past, but for WordPress 
use I found it quite frustrating. The tool itself is 
absolutely fantastic. The problem is that when it 
underlines words it feels need changing the hyperlink 
stops working. This makes for some annoying errors 
when trying to quickly put together a post. There are 
workarounds such as switching Grammarly off when 
writing or working through the highlighted errors 
regularly, but I didn’t want to keep stopping and 
starting whilst writing.
Despite the frustrations with WordPress functionality 
I do still find myself using it, especially if I have been 
offline and working in a word processor. It’s easy to 
upload documents via the website or the 
downloadable program to allow you to proofread 
when you don’t have an internet connection.

61) LanguageTool
I write most of my longer blog posts in Google Docs. One of 
the most useful features is the ‘add-ons’, a library of 
additional tools that help you with your document.
LanguageTool is one of my favourites and will check 
spelling, grammar and even make stylistic comments about 
your article. I would be lost without it and it regularly picks 
up errors that other proofreading techniques miss.

62) OneLook
No self respecting writer works without a decent 
dictionary and thesaurus. OneLook allows you to do 
both in one place and also had a Google Docs add-on 
which will allow you to use it from within your 
document.

I like it more than other similar sites as the thesaurus 
seems to be more relevant with the added definitions 
often providing inspiration on their own.

63) Wordpress App
The Wordpress App is a really helpful tool for 
writing on the go. It will automatically sync 
up with your site so you can view all of your 
posts and pages.

I use it mostly for proofreading and viewing 
mobile formatting after I’ve completed an 
article. My morning commute is often used 
to hunt down spelling mistakes I have 
published the night before!
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The End! So there you have it. 

63 Tools to use that will help you enhance your travel blog.

I really hope you’ve enjoyed it!
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